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Birmingham.
Strategically located in the centre of England, 
Birmingham is one of the UK’s most important 
regional hubs.

The home to the largest city economy outside of 
London, Birmingham is established as a prosperous, 
high-growth investment city. But it’s Birmingham’s 
future growth projections that make it such an 
exciting investment location for global investors.

Leading the UK residential forecasts for both house 
price and rental growth, Birmingham is a standout 
investment opportunity in 2024 and beyond.

Underpinned by key infrastructure projects such 
as High-Speed 2 (HS2), the Big City Plan and 
the Paradise Masterplan, the transformation of 
Birmingham will accelerate the growth of the city’s 
economy, population, and – subsequently – its 
property market.

An established investment city, on the verge of  
a new and prolonged period of growth. The time  
to secure assets in Birmingham is now.

The UK’s second city is at the start 
of an exciting growth curve.

Birmingham Fast Facts.
Region: West Midlands

Population: 2.8 million (metropolitan district)

City population: 1.49 million

Largest UK city by size and population outside of London

Distance from London: 128 miles (206 km)

1 hour 24 minutes direct train, reducing to just 49 minutes with HS2 (2029-33)
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A place where people  
want to live and work.

• Birmingham has more canals than Venice – over 100 miles

• The city has more greenspace than Paris –  
8,000 acres of parks and greenspaces

• Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery is home to over  
3,000 works of art

• Strong industrial heritage – car manufacturing and the Spitfire

• The iconic backdrop for Netflix hit series, Peaky Blinders

• The biggest producer of jewellery in the UK is Birmingham’s 
Jewellery Quarter – producing 40% of the UK’s jewellery

• Aston Villa, West Bromwich Albion and Wolverhampton 
Wanderers were founder members of the football league

• The Library of Birmingham is the largest in Europe, housing 
a word-class collection of rare books and archives

• Birmingham Hippodrome is the UK’s busiest theatre with over 
520,000 visitors each year

• With the most Michelin Starred restaurants outside London, 
Birmingham is home to nine
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Utilia Arena Birmingham

Opheem (2 Michelin Star)

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery

Purnell’s (1 Michelin Star)

Adam’s (1 Michelin Star)

RBSA Gallery

Bullring & Grand Central
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With a graduate retention rate of 49% across its five universities and  
a thriving job market, Birmingham has the youngest city population 
in Europe. This youthful demographic drives rental demand for modern, 
flexible living spaces that cater to young professionals and graduates.

The youngest city 
population in Europe.

Sources: Centre for Cities; Big City Plan; University of Birmingham

25%49%40%
Under 25s account for  

40% of the city population -  
a prime rental demographic

Birmingham’s city population  
is set to grow by  

25% by 2040 as part  
of the Big City Plan.

Across its five universities, 
Birmingham retains  

49% of its graduates –  
prime rental demographic.
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• Boasting five universities, 
Birmingham is a top choice for 
domestic and overseas students. 

• Birmingham is home to 
approximately 100,000 students 
in total - 18,000 of which are 
international students.

• Russell Group, The University 
of Birmingham, is one of the 
world’s best universities and 
was recognised as the most 
targeted university for graduates 
by leading employers in 2021.

• The University of Birmingham 
is one of the most popular 
for Chinese students, with 
the fourth largest group of 
Chinese students in the UK.

A world-class  
university city.

University
of Birmingam

Newman 
University

Birmingham 
City UniversityUniversity College 
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City Centre

Digbeth
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Jewellery 
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Aston  
University
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A thriving job 
market attracting 
a talent pool  
of young 
professionals.

Highest Foreign Direct Investment 
outside of London in 2023

The government’s ‘Levelling-Up Agenda’ has been paramount 
in creating job opportunities outside of London, with major 
blue-chip employers such as Goldman Sachs, HSBC, and the 
BBC permanently relocating to Birmingham.
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Reaching a decade high, Birmingham was the UK’s 
most successful city for FDI outside of London.
• 67 inward investment projects in 2023 - a 139% increase  

on the year before

• This was more than twice the total of any other UK city outside 
of the capital

• Birmingham’s success was driven by technology and digital 
investment, with the city recording a 50% rise in digital FDI 
projects in 2023 compared to 2022

• Peter Arnold, EY UK Chief Economist, cited the legacy of the 
2022 Commonwealth Games as a key factor for growth.
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The UK’s most connected city.

Direct access to major global cities

Easy access to Britain’s 
main motorways

M40 London via Oxford

M6
London (via the M1), Manchester, 
Liverpool and the rest of North 
West England, and then beyond  
to Glasgow and Scotland

South West England, with cities 
including Bristol, Bath and ExeterM5

An integral rail hub
Birmingham New Street
One of the principal stations of the UK rail network.

London  1 hour 25 mins direct
Bristol  1 hour 25 mins direct
Manchester 1 hour 27 mins direct
Liverpool  1 hour 35 mins direct
Leeds  1 hour 57 mins direct
Cardiff 2 hours direct
Glasgow  4 hours direct
Edinburgh 4 hours direct

Birmingham Moor Street
The city’s second busiest station, and a major 
connection on rail lines across the Midlands. Get to 
London in 1 hour 45 mins direct, plus many major 
towns and cities throughout the Midlands region.

Birmingham Snow Hill
Major regional station connecting many major towns 
and cities throughout the Midlands region.

Birmingham International Airport is one of the busiest airports in the UK. Handling  
12.5 million passengers each year, its top three routes are Dublin, Amsterdam and Dubai.
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HS2 (High-Speed 2)

The UK’s £66bn bullet train will be the fastest train in Europe, providing  
carbon-neutral journeys between London and Birmingham in just 49 mins.

Cited as a key driver for strong property market forecasts, HS2 will make 
Birmingham a commuter hotspot overnight for millions of high earning Londoners 
looking for more affordable rent, higher quality homes and better amenities.

The hybrid working trend will enhance this further as professionals are required  
to commute less.

• A predicted £10bn economic boost to the local economy over 10 years
• The creation of 31,000 jobs estimated
• Cited as a key driver for strong property market forecasts
• Cutting the journey time to just 49 minutes, HS2 will be the fastest train in Europe

HS2 economic impact for Birmingham

Source: Arcadis



A city  
transforming.

Major regeneration projects are transforming Birmingham city centre, 
investing in the city’s future for its inhabitants and businesses. 

A 20-year city centre masterplan which will bring £2.1 billion to the local 
economy each year.

• 1.5 million square metres of new floorspace
• Creating over 50,000 new jobs
• Providing 65,000 square metres of new and improved public spaces

The Big City Plan.

The Enterprise Zone.
Linked to the Big City Plan, the Enterprise Zone (EZ) is an ongoing project 
at the forefront of driving economic growth in Birmingham and ensuring 
that residents and businesses share the benefits that will be generated.

• EZ has been a huge success so far in enabling the accelerated 
transformation of the city centre - one of the region’s most important 
economic assets.

• The city centre masterplan will bring an additional £2.3 billion GVA  
to the local economy each year

• 1.1 million square metres of new commercial floorspace
• Creating over 71,000 new jobs
• Providing 65,000 square metres of new and improved public spaces
• Generating in excess of £2.1billion in additional business rate

Source: Big City Plan, Birmingham City Council
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Paradise  
Regeneration  
Scheme.

PHASE ONE
One Chamberlain Square
172,000 sq ft
Albert’s Schloss, Dishoom, PwC

Two Chamberlain Square
183,000 sq ft
Atkins, Cazenove Capital, Cubo, DLA 
Piper, Knights, Mazars, MEPC, Rosa’s 
Thai Café Vinoteca, Yorks Café

PHASE TWO
One Centenary Way
280,000 sq ft
Arup, Goldman Sachs

Three Chamberlain Square
189,000 sq ft

Octagon
370 Build to Rent homes

Hotel: One Ratcliff Square
152 bed high quality hotel

PHASE THREE
Two Centenary Way
90,000 sq ft – 105,000 sq ft

One Congreve Square
100,000 sq ft – 165,000 sq ft

Three Congreve Square
90,000 sq ft – 105,000 sq ft

Paradise is the most important development 
Birmingham has seen in a generation. A place where 
commerce and culture will come together in harmony, 
a place as exciting and vital as the city itself.”

The Vision, Paradise

• 17 acre regeneration project

• Leisure tenants include Albert Schloss, 
Dishoom and F1 Arcade

• Commercial tenants include PwC, Arup,  
Goldman Sachs, Atkins Realis, JLL, DLA Piper, 
Cazenove Capital, and Forvis Mazars

• 10 brand new high-quality buildings 
seamlessly combining contemporary new 
office, retail, hotel and leisure spaces with 
Birmingham’s most celebrated listed buildings

• 1.74million sqft of contemporary office space

• 120,000 sqft of retail & leisure helps make 
Paradise the ultimate destination for visitors  
and workers alike

• £1.2billion investment into the city

• Creation of 10,000 additional jobs
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Average annual rental growth
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Birmingham 
property market.
A standout investment in 2024 and beyond.

Birmingham is among the UK’s  
most popular investment locations  
for global property buyers.

Like the very best markets, Birmingham’s  
property performance is underpinned by  
a significant undersupply of real estate across  
all sectors in the city and wider region.  
In particular, Birmingham city centre is starved  
of quality purpose-built rental accommodation.

With all forecasts predicting market-leading  
growth in the coming years, it’s a property  
market with all the essential qualities required  
for a successful long-term investment.

Birmingham is leading UK house  
price growth forecasts between 2024-28 

- higher growth than London

Birmingham is also leading UK  
rental growth forecasts at 22.2% 

between 2024-28

Birmingham saw the highest  
annual rental growth in the UK  

in 2023.

19.9% 22.2% 16.7%

Sources: JLL Residential Forecasts 2024-28; JLL Big Six Residential Report 2024.

UK Property Market
A mature, stable market established over hundreds of years.

Source: JLL Residential Forecasts 2024-28, BBC News.

720,000

19.9%

17.6%

5%

The UK housing shortfall is predicted to rise  
to 720,000 by 2028 – this supply and demand 

imbalance drives the strong rental market

House prices in the Birmingham area are  
set to rise by 19.9% between 2024-28

UK property prices are set to rise  
by 17.6% between 2024-28

On 1st August 2024, the Bank of England  
cut interest rates to 5% - the first drop since  

March 2020.



Please note that the information that we distribute is produced with great care and believed to be correct at the time (April/2023), to the 
best of our knowledge. Pictures, computer-generated views, layouts and other details are given as a general guide and may change 
from time to timein accordance with the final designs of the development and appropriate planning permissions.

Investment information provided as a general guide – not investment advice

The content on this asset is provided as a general guide for discussion purposes, based on well-researched market information and 
reasonably held opinions, covering a range of investment themes. Select Property is not holding itself out to be providing you with 
independent financial advice and we assume no liability for any reliance you place on the content of this website or conversations we 
may have with you relating to it.

We recommend that investors in property research market information from different sources and seek proper advice as appropriate 
before following any recommendations. Any market forecasts or other statistics we reproduce on this website are believed to be correct 
at the time of publication but may be subject to change.

Contact our offices

United Kingdom +44 (0)161 322 2222
United Arab Emirates +971 4 279 4800

Hong Kong +852 3157 0896 
Shanghai +86 21 5243 5200

Email: sales@selectproperty.com 
selectproperty.com

Please note that the information that we distribute is produced with great care and believed to be correct at the time (August 2024),  
to thebest of our knowledge. Pictures, computer-generated views, layouts and other details are given as a general guide and may  
changefrom time to timein accordance with the final designs of the development and appropriate planning permissions.

Investment information provided as a general guide – not investment advice

The content on this asset is provided as a general guide for discussion purposes, based on well-researched market information and
reasonably held opinions, covering a range of investment themes. Select Property is not holding itself out to be providing you with
independent financial advice and we assume no liability for any reliance you place on the content of this guide or conversations we
may have with you relating to it.

We recommend that investors in property research market information from different sources and seek proper advice as appropriate
before following any recommendations. Any market forecasts or other statistics we reproduce on this website are believed to be correct
at the time of publication but may be subject to change.


